
Bonsai In Progress …     
Yew: 8 Years - From Collection to Bonsai Pot

In August of 2001, the subject yew was spotted on 
the way home from work. Most of its branches were 

already cut off and it was waiting to be removed to 
make way for new shrubs. After obtaining permis-
sion, the following day the yew was removed very 
carefully, trying to protect as many of the roots as 
possible for a future bonsai. The work took two men 
seven hours in eighty-four degree temperatures. At 
right is the tree after being potted that afternoon. In 
order to minimize the stress on the tree, it was placed 
under a tent to keep it in shade for the rest of the sum-
mer. In addition, it was misted several times each day.

The yew was allowed to grow for the next three years. Then, 
in the spring of 2004 it was re-potted. It had developed significant 
foliage and was loaded with fibrous roots. Because the tree was 
so large and heavy, a special base was constructed so that when 
it came time to style the yew, it could be rotated and tilted to the 
desired angle. Note the hinges on the four platforms below the 
new wooden box that the yew was placed in (at right). The photos 
below show the carving of jin that took place in 2006. After soak-
ing the wood with warm water, wood was peeled back with pliers.

Continued on Pg. 2
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The yew did not look as healthy as it normally did in the Spring of 2007. It had gone through a tough 
winter. So rather than attempt to style it that year, it was decided to wait one more year. In June of 2008, 
after seven years of patience developing this old tree, the time had finally come to style it. If you look at 
the significant growth on the yew in the photo below, you will see that patience had provide a wealth of 
branches to choose from to style this massive tree. The final size of the yew is 37” wide and 31” high. At 
its base, the trunk is 8”wide. It will be potted into a bonsai pot next spring.

Yew: 8 Years - From Collection to Bonsai Pot, Cont. from Pg. 1
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Bonsai In Progress …
The Next 8 Years - 
From First Bonsai Pot to Refinement 8 Years Later




